January 2019. 
Ultima Thule.

The crew are all aboard, Ralph, Alice, Leisa and Lorri. All systems checked. Count down. Ignition! We have lift off. New Horizons to new horizons. A fly by night mission.  Past the planets, or where they were, a while ago.  Avoiding meteorites at all costs. And further still, until…  Until, Uncharted space. The nothingness of it all. Is that a something, in the distance? Something’s out there.  We’re getting closer. Wake up, wake up. Four billion miles in the heavens a snowman, a primitive snowman.  A twinkle in the sky.  Twenty-one miles in height. So tall! Evolved against the odds, a pair of objects. The head, Thule, and the body, Ultima, spiralling around together, just before they touched, before they met, becoming one. A blind date. A marriage made in heaven. Head and body super glued together. Around it, the Kuiper Belt. The sun, a speck, so distant. There, in the blackness, so long ago. A jackpot said a spokesman. What’s it all about Ralphie? Could we learn a little something, anything at all? Evidence of how the universe began, perhaps. Ralph will tell us which colour it is.  It hasn’t changed in 4 billion years. How do we know? Believe me It’s been in the dark a long time. A very long time. It can’t have faded. Stands to reason. Even more colour later. Composition from Infra Red. Infra red photography. To take a photograph at 30,000 miles an hour, that’s fast.  And in the dark. Being 3.5 kilometres away, too. Just to say, “Say cheese.” Click.  Did the snowman smile? We’ll have to wait a year to know. So long to wait. So much info, to collect, all that   digital data. It takes a long time to travel. A cosmic snowman. But you don’t have to worry.  It won’t melt in a hurry.  Attention. Attention. A transmission from Ralph. Very much against the odds. “So, burnt by X rays, cosmic rays, reflective as dirt. Common garden dirt.”  Oh, Ralph, we did expect, a little something far more exotic than that!  Not, like something, that the cat brought in. I mean, the colour of dirt. That’s a very dirty snowman! “Like garden dirt, a little pink.”  A little Pink!  Talk about sexing it up! Just like Botticelli’s Venus, no doubt. And there’s more, so much more. “Fifteen hours it takes to spin around, to spin on its axis, a pirouette. A solo dance, there in the void. Among other exotic ices, so cool.” A multi-million dollar voyage to see a twenty mile object of dirt. Very impressive. 


And China’s got there. Where? To the far side of the moon. 

The dark side. With what? A Jade Rabbit. A soft touchdown.  Testing. Testing. Burrowing for evidence? For what? For whatever is there.  Did anyone notice? Not until the announcement. 

Glossary. 

ALICE: 

Ultra-violet Mapping Spectrometer. 

LORRI: 

Long-range Reconnaissance Imager. 
Ne Horizons. 

The name of the space ship. 

RALPH LEISA: 

Linear Etalon Imaging Spectral Array, 

which is an infra-red spectrometer.  
RALPH MVIC: 

Multispectral visible Imaging Camera.
